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the hotel rooms, working at the gas
station, the wear and tear on their bod-
ies over the years, the long hours,
swing shifts, and the whole lot. This in-
crease will not just benefit minimum
wage workers. It is going to go up and
benefit everybody.

The last point—I promise—we need
minimum wage workers who are out
there to be organized. We didn’t always
have a 40-hour workweek. We didn’t al-
ways get time-and-a-half over 40 hours.
We didn’t always have a 5-day work-
week. We didn’t have a National Labor
Relations Act. We didn’t have Social
Security. We didn’t have Medicare.

These were things that came about
because average people got organized,
and they said enough is enough. We are
not going to have our senior citizens
work until they die. We are not going
to have our senior citizens not have
health care. We are not going to have
people working in unsafe factories—
and you are going to work 40 hours a
week.

From our side, we expect people to go
out and work and work their butts off
to get ahead. Our job is to stay orga-
nized, to make sure that policies are in
place that are both good for the econ-
omy and good for families in the
United States.

I thank the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. POCAN) for the opportunity
to come here and share just briefly. I
look forward to working with you.
Hopefully, we can get a vote on the
House floor sometime soon. I don’t
think we will. I am not really opti-
mistic about it, but I hope that we can
organize over the next few months and
years to make this a reality for all of
those families in the United States.

Mr. POCAN. I thank the gentleman
from Ohio, Representative RYAN, for
all you have done in your relentless
fight on behalf of the workers in your
district, and thank you so much, again,
for being here today.

Finally, I would like to yield to a col-
league of mine—another freshman col-
league of mine from the great State of
New York, Representative HAKEEM
JEFFRIES.

Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank my good
friend, the distinguished gentleman
from the Badger State, for yielding to
me, as well as for the tremendous lead-
ership that you continue to exhibit
week after week in leading the Con-
gressional Progressive Caucus’ Special
Order hour, championing issues impor-
tant to working families and the poor
and the sick and the afflicted, those
who need our government to be more
compassionate, giving them the assist-
ance they need in order to pursue the
American Dream.

I appreciate that advocacy, and I ap-
preciate this opportunity to speak
briefly on the plan presented by Chair-
man PAUL RYAN, Expanding Oppor-
tunity in America.

I would like to believe that that is
the objective, and I certainly am of the
view that the chairman is acting in
good faith, as it relates to his willing-
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ness to try to tackle the issue of pov-
erty in America, but if you put it all in
the context of the Ryan budget that
has come to the floor of the House of
Representatives year after year after
year since the Republicans claimed the
majority, which passed with over-
whelming support from their caucus,
the question is: Is their real interest in
expanding opportunity in America, or
is the fundamental objective really to
expand inequality in America?
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What PAUL RYAN are we talking to in
attempting to have this conversation?
Is it the Chairman RYAN whose budget
cut $125 billion in supplemental nutri-
tion assistance in a country where 50
million people are food insecure, 18
million of those individuals children?
We can’t have a real conversation
about opportunity if that is still the
position of Chairman RYAN, his Budget
Committee, and the majority.

Are we having a conversation with a
chairman whose budget cut $260 billion
in higher education funding, threat-
ening to rob young Americans from
their pursuit of their dream of obtain-
ing a college education and being all
that they can be in America? We can’t
have a real conversation about oppor-
tunity with individuals who want to
cut $260 billion in higher education
spending.

I want to believe that we can proceed
in good faith and try and tackle this
issue. But are we entering into a dis-
cussion with the same group of individ-
uals, the chairman whose budget cut
$732 billion in Medicaid, a program de-
signed to benefit, in significant num-
bers, poor, elderly, and disabled indi-
viduals? That is not expanding oppor-
tunity in America. That is expanding
inequality in America.

Certainly, there are some proposals
contained in the document that was
unveiled today that we can embrace
and have a meaningful discussion
about in trying to arrive at common
ground—sentencing reform as well as
the notion of expanding the earned in-
come tax credit. But there is no min-
imum wage enhancement. There is no
infrastructure investment. There is no
unemployment compensation insur-
ance renewal. There is no equal pay for
equal work, and there is no real effort
to deal with the issues that we are pre-
pared to work on to solve the problem
of poverty for millions of Americans.
For that reason, I am skeptical that
this is a step in the right direction.

Mr. POCAN. Thank you, Representa-
tive JEFFRIES. I, too, am skeptical.
Having served on the Budget Com-
mittee with you, we have seen two dif-
ferent PAUL RYANs. We are hoping that
maybe this is a reformed PAUL RYAN,
but we are also fearful this is just a re-
packaged PAUL RYAN. So thank you so
much.

Finally, I would like to yield to a col-
league from the Progressive Caucus
from the great State of Texas, Rep-
resentative SHEILA JACKSON LEE.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. I can’t thank
you enough for leading this Special
Order. Again, the passion that you
have shown in your service here in the
United States Congress really speaks
to what Americans send their rep-
resentatives to the Congress for, to be
problem solvers.

I am going to use the word ‘“‘pray.” I
pray that there is a reformed Chairman
RYAN, Congressman RYAN, because I
have come from my district, you go to
your district, and we see the pain. I see
the pain of those who have not been
able to secure an unemployment insur-
ance extension. I live with the value of
the earned income tax credit. I am
going to spend a little time on that.

My son, some many years ago as a
young man, volunteered with the
HOPE Project. He went to New Orleans
right after Hurricane Katrina and was
able to work with the victims—the sur-
vivors, they like to be called, and they
were—of Hurricane Katrina in applying
for their earned income tax credit. It
was a lifeline for people who had
worked.

So I just want to end on this note by
thanking you, by saying that there are
people who are waiting for the Con-
gress to act, to pass the earned income
tax credit, raise the minimum wage,
extend unemployment insurance, pass
the middle class package of the Demo-
crats, and work on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. POCAN. Thank you, Representa-
tive JACKSON LEE, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

———

BILLS LANGUISHING IN THE
SENATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 3, 2013,
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the time and appreciate
being here on behalf of my colleagues
and to have a discussion that is going
to focus on what we are doing with our
time.

Mr. Speaker, it seems like it never
fails. When we are out and about in our
districts talking with our constituents,
people will approach us, and they want
to talk about how concerned they are
about the cost of living and what they
see happening to the price at the pump
and to the price at the grocery store.
They want to talk about how con-
cerned they are with how much more
education seems to cost them. They
are concerned about our national secu-
rity. They are concerned about the bor-
der security. They are concerned about
their retirement security. The list goes
on and on and on.

They will look at us and, Mr. Speak-
er, without fail, they will say: Tell me
exactly what you are doing about this.
I want to know what you are doing to
address this problem or that problem
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or any of the issues that all of us hard-
working families are out there facing
every single day—every day.

What they are looking for is solu-
tions. What we have realized is that
many times they don’t know exactly
how hard we are working here in the
House and that the obstruction that is
happening is not necessarily here in
the House. What is happening is across
the dome over on the Senate side.

Now, I have got in front of me 300 of
the 332 bills that have passed this
House—300 of the 332 bills that have
passed this House. Now, sometimes
people will say: Where are those bills
sitting? Why haven’t they gone to the
President’s desk?

Well, I always like to tell them, they
are on the desk of HARRY REID. It is un-
fortunate, but it is where those 332
bills are languishing.

Now, as we begin to look at being out
of D.C. and working in our districts for
August, one would think that the ma-
jority leader over in the Senate, Mr.
REID, would get busy with trying to
clean his desk. Most people do that.
When they expect to be out of town
working for a few weeks, they try to
get their desk cleaned off, and they try
to get things pushed out to where they
need to go. They get things organized.
They get things done. But that is not
what we are seeing in the Senate.

I had one of my constituents come up
to me one day and say: Look, I am all
for the Larry the Cable Guy approach.

I said: Tell me what that is.

They said: Git-R-Done.

That is what people are looking for,
getting the job done on behalf of hard-
working taxpayers.

Now, sometimes people will say: Tell
me what all is in this list of things
that you have done.

Let me just go through what we have
found in our bills that have been
passed. 178 of these 332 bills, 178 of the
bills passed with no opposition, none at
all. There was agreement, total agree-
ment, on these bills.

One would think that the Senate ma-
jority leader would say: 178 bills in
which there is complete agreement,
those bills coming out of the House?
Surely we can move those forward in
the Senate. Surely, out of 100, we can
get 60 to agree on something.

But it is amazing. The Senator still
has not called for a vote on those.

Beyond that, 54 more bills passed
under suspension. That means you had
to have two-thirds of this body agree.
So all totaled, that is 232 of the 332
bills that have passed this body with
either no opposition or two-thirds of
the body voting in support of that.

I also find it very interesting, and
probably some of our Democrat col-
leagues would like to join us in our
Special Order tonight, because 55 of
these bills—55 of these bills—were au-
thored by Democrats. I am certain that
they would like to see the majority
leader take up their bills and push
them through.

Mr. Speaker, when you are so far be-
hind in your work, you generally work
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nights and you work weekends. You
roll up your sleeves, you buckle down,
and you get the job done. But that is
not what we are seeing happen coming
from the Senate. What we are con-
tinuing to see is a resistance, an abso-
lute resistance, to moving forward and
taking up these bills.

Now, as we go into our last week next
week before our August work period,
there are several issues that we would
love to see the Senate address. As I
said, the issues that are stacked in
front of us cover everything that the
American people are talking to us
about, that our constituents are talk-
ing to us about when we go into our
town halls.

On the issue of energy, we have 16
bills that deal with the issues of en-
ergy, 16 different bills that are right
here that would address energy issues.
Many people have heard us talk about
the Keystone pipeline. Do you realize
that the bill that would address the
Keystone pipeline approval you are
going to find right here in this hefty
stack of paper?

For those who are just really con-
cerned about what they are paying at
the pump—and I don’t know about you,
Mr. Speaker, but I have been watching
the price of a gallon of gas when I fill
up my car, and in the last few months,
I have gone from $3.59 to as high as
$4.15 to fill that car up—far too much.
For people who are paying too much at
the pump, there is legislation in here
that would get the cost down. It is
Lowering Gasoline Prices to Fuel an
America that Works, getting that price
down at the pump.

For individuals that feel like we are
paying too much on our electricity
rates—and we have all watched these
rates go up. You look at that bill every
month and you see, compared to last
year, you are using fewer Kkilowatt
hours but you are paying more. And
you think, how could this be? Well, of
course, we all remember the President
saying that the prices would nec-
essarily skyrocket under him, and he
has made good on that promise. Maybe
a lot of promises he hasn’t made good
on, but, the fact that gas was going to
cost us more and electricity was going
to cost us more, he is making good on
that.

Well, here is a bill, the Electricity
Security and Affordability Act. All of
these are cost-of-living items that we
look at in our monthly budgets, energy
being one of those that affects us all,
everywhere we drive, when we turn on
the lights, when we light the fireplace
or turn on the burner of the stove to
cook lunch. Bills that address those
issues, they are found right in front of
us.

So there is plenty of work on HARRY
REID’s desk. HARRY REID has been un-
willing to call the vote. I know that
my colleagues join me in saying we
would love to see him call the vote on
one of these 332 bills.

At this time, I would like to yield to
the gentlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs.
BACHMANN).
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Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank Mrs. BLACKBURN for the
wonderful leadership that she is pro-
viding on this bill this evening.

It really is quite shocking. We have
had a conversation this week about all
the work that has been done in this
Chamber. We have worked really hard.
We have been here late at night, and
we have been here every day because
we know people across the United
States are suffering. They are suffering
in this economy, as Mrs. BLACKBURN
has said. They are suffering from the
rising gas prices. They are rising be-
cause of joblessness. They are very
worried because their children aren’t
getting jobs. Most particular, the Afri-
can American youth, it is out of con-
trol the number of African American
youth who don’t have employment, and
in the Latino community, as well.

We are heartbroken about that be-
cause this is hurting families across
the United States, so therefore we have
been here doing the work. We have
been here passing jobs bill after jobs
bill. And this week we learned, as Mrs.
BLACKBURN rightly said, that we passed
332 bills out of this Chamber.

Now, we didn’t fully expect when we
passed these bills that every word and
every jot and every tittle of every bill
would be immediately unanimously
agreed to by the Senate.
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We didn’t kid ourselves, but we
thought at least let’s get started and
do the work; 332 bills, and out of those
HARRY REID couldn’t find one that he
could pick up and we could have a con-
versation about and pass and do some-
thing to move this economy forward?
The economy is one thing, Mr. Speak-
er, it is also all of the firefights around
the world that are happening. We are
concerned about America’s national se-
curity issues. We are concerned about
our allies, like Israel, and what is hap-
pening in these countries.

We have bill after bill, scores of bills
to address getting our Nation back in
order. We want to work with the Presi-
dent. We want to work with the Demo-
crat-controlled United States Senate
and with HARRY REID, and what doesn’t
make one bit of sense to me, Mr.
Speaker, when we have all these scan-
dals, whether it is the VA or the IRS
that is using the power of the Federal
Government to punish innocent Amer-
ican citizens for simply expressing
their political beliefs, all of these scan-
dals, and we can’t even get the atten-
tion of the U.S. Senate?

We have heard about a do-nothing
Congress. I think we have to be a little
more specific. It is a do-nothing U.S.
Senate. There is a distinction here.
There is no equivalency. So I wanted to
come down to the floor when I heard
Mrs. BLACKBURN speaking this evening,
I wanted to come to the floor because
she is exactly right. I know that many
of our colleagues on the floor today
agreed with the position Mrs. BLACK-
BURN is putting forward this evening.
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Many of our colleagues wanted to be
here because they want to work, and
have worked, and now we are saying to
HARRY REID with one voice, please
come back, we are happy to work with
you. There is plenty of time. If you
want to come back in August, we will
be here. Whatever it takes, we are here
to work on behalf of the American peo-
ple. Why not come and join us?

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tlelady.

She mentioned jobs bills. Mr. Speak-
er, 40 of the bills sitting in this stack
are related to jobs. Just the Keystone
pipeline bill, there are 42,000 direct and
indirect jobs that are related to getting
the Keystone pipeline started. So the
question becomes: What are you afraid
of? What do you fear from taking up
some of these bills? Do you fear the
American people going to work? Do
you fear that things just might get on
the right track? That you would find in
these 332 bills that we expand some op-
portunities and the environment for
opportunities and the environment for
jobs growth to take place? Why is it
that the Senate is content with being a
do-nothing Senate? Why is it that they
are accepting of being a do-nothing
Senate? I think we would all like to
know the answer to that question. Do
they like it? Do they like that they
have a stack of work this high sitting
on their desk that they are just not
able to get around to?

You know, I used to do some door-to-
door sales, and we had a little wooden
coin and it was called ‘‘a round to-it.”
Any time we felt like procrastinating,
any time we felt like we just didn’t
have the energy to do the heavy lift or
make one more sales call or go to an-
other prospect, we would take that
round to-it out of our pocket and look
at it and remind ourselves, the impor-
tant thing is to get around to doing the
job in front of you.

You know what, Mr. Speaker, I still
have my round to-it. I have it on my
desk. It is getting old and worn-out,
but anytime you think I could just be
lazy, I could just not finish this and go
do something I want to do, you look at
the work in front of you, you look at
the fact that you have a cluttered
desk, and you look at the fact and con-
sider that people are counting on you
to do your job, and you make it a pri-
ority to get around to it and to get the
job done. That is precisely what the
American people have expected of this
body, and we have done it. We have
done that. And it is frustrating to us
and to the American people, and I tell
you, we join them in their frustration
because look at this, all of these bills,
and nothing has been done.

The gentlewoman from Minnesota
mentioned the issue of veterans. Do
you think it would be considered ap-
propriate to not solve the VA issues
and the issues for our Nation’s vet-
erans? Of course not.

I yield to the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Mrs. BACHMANN).

Mrs. BACHMANN. There is a heart-
breaking story that happened to me
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this week. I was on the plane, the usual
Delta flight that I take out of Min-
neapolis at 1 p.m. on Monday afternoon
when we come back to resume our
work here, and a veteran came up to
me, a young man who couldn’t have
been more than 30 years of age. He told
me that he had been deployed in the
Iraq war. While there, his knee had
been shattered in a combat operation
in service to his country. He told me
that he has been waiting for over 1
yvear to get an appointment with the
VA to go in to have the surgery done to
fix his knee with arthroscopy. He
called the VA center in Minneapolis to
try and get in, and it has been over a
year for a young man of maybe 30 years
of age, and he can’t get in and get his
knee taken care of. I think that begs
our involvement.

He wasn’t even from my district, but
I took his name and his address. I took
all of his information, and then I took
his hand, most importantly. I held his
hand in mine and I looked into his eyes
and I called him by his name and I
said: I promise you I will personally
call the VA center and make sure that
you get a call back and that you get
the appointment you need. And I will
make sure that your Member of Con-
gress gets this information and is able
to help you because there is not one
Member of Congress that I can imagine
who wouldn’t want to see a veteran get
the help he has earned and that he de-
serves and that he needs. Anyone I be-
lieve in this House Chamber would do
it, Republican or Democrat, this is not
partisan.

But what absolutely floors me, Mr.
Speaker, and I think floors Mrs.
BLACKBURN, is that we want to help
these veterans. How could anyone on
the Senate side, anyone, possibly
refuse reform of the VA?

Mr. Speaker, I understand and I am
sure that Mrs. BLACKBURN is aware
that today there was supposed to be a
conference committee hearing on the
VA reform bill and the Democrats in
the Senate chose not to even show up
to conference the bill.

Now, how in the world is this young
man who is a veteran who served his
country honorably supposed to expect
that his government cares about him
when the Senate won’t even show up to
talk about VA reform?

That is why I am so proud of the fact
that Mrs. BLACKBURN has the physical
stack of the work that this body has
done, work to help veterans like this
young, 30-year-old Iraq veteran. Or the
moms that are waiting tables tonight
and the dads who are at T-ball games
tonight who are asking us, Could you
please get the Keystone pipeline bill?
Could you please do something about
the Tax Code so my business can get up
and fly?

That is why we are here tonight, not
expecting that the Senate would agree
with everything that is in these papers.
We do not expect that for a minute. All
we are saying is show up to your job,
show up and work. We want to talk. We
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are here. The President is very happy
to talk to the terrorist nation of Iran.
He has been very willing to negotiate,
even to offer them a deal on developing
a nuclear weapon, but for some reason,
they won’t talk to Republicans in the
House of Representatives.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, on
the veterans issue, there are three bills
specifically that cover exactly what
Mrs. BACHMANN has just mentioned.
H.R. 4031, which is the Department of
Veterans Affairs Management Account-
ability Act, this is something des-
perately needed. Accountability in the
VA, absolutely. Why will the Senate
not take this up? Why will they not
come to work on this bill?

Another, H.R. 2072, Demanding Ac-
countability For Veterans Act, again
languishing on the desk of HARRY REID.
Of course the VA should be accountable
to the veterans and to the American
taxpayer. Why are they not moving
this forward so that it gets addressed?

H.R. 4810, Veteran Access to Care,
precisely what Mrs. BACHMANN is
speaking of, making certain that the
veterans are guaranteed that they are
seen in a timely manner.

I have one constituent who got on
the VA list for a primary physician 15
years ago. Guess what? He is still wait-
ing. I have another constituent who
has been on the list for 3 years and has
never gotten a call.

This is completely unacceptable, and
in this stack of 332 bills, you are going
to find bills that will put that account-
ability in place. Mrs. BACHMANN men-
tioned also the issue of taxes. We hear
about it everywhere we go. People are
overtaxed. They are overworked. They
realize that they are taxed far too
much, and they are tired of it. They
want to see the tax rates lowered and
the tax burden lowered as well as see-
ing the regulatory burden lowered.

And on taxes, we have got seven bills,
one we passed today, the Student and
Family Tax Simplification Act. We
have got permanent Internet tax free-
dom. It is right here, seven bills that
deal with taxes. We also have H.R. 4457,
America’s Small Business Tax Relief
Act. Hardworking men and women,
small business owners, small business
employees, they all want to make cer-
tain that we deal with this complicated
and overbearing Tax Code. They want
to make certain that we are reducing
that burden on them.

We could take some steps, not solve
all of the problems, but take some
steps in that direction if the Senate
would show up and take up some of the
tax bills that are here and help us
lower that burden.

We hear a lot about government
spending. You know, government never
gets enough of the taxpayers’ money
and government spends too much. You
give them a little, they are going to
take a little more. We have 31 different
bills that are in this stack that deal
with reining in government spending,
that deal with some of the budget re-
forms that are desperately needed so
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that we get rid of some antiquated
processes and move to a new template
for how we need to approach our spend-
ing and approach being a good steward
of the taxpayers’ money; 31 different
bills. Pick one. Get going.

It is amazing, once you get going on
a task, it is easier. You get momen-
tum, and that is something that we
would like to see the Senate get and
take up some of these 332 bills that are
sitting over on HARRY REID’s desk.

Maybe you are aggravated about gov-
ernment waste and you are frustrated
with regulatory overreach, and you
would like to see a smaller Federal
Government, and you would like it if
some of these Federal agencies would
stop wasting your money.

Well, we have 16 bills in this stack
that deal with stopping that overreach
and curbing that waste and putting the
bureaucracy on the track to being a
better steward of the taxpayer money.
We have to remember it is not Federal
Government money, it is not the
money of this Chamber, it is the tax-
payers’ money. They want these issues
addressed.

How about reining in red tape? You
know, I talk to lots of small business
manufacturers on a regular basis and
they will say to me, the red tape is
killing us. The regulation and the red
tape is just Kkilling us. We spend too
much time on compliance. We have
four different bills in here that deal
with compliance and cutting red tape.
That is another way that government
can do a better job of responding to the
needs of the American people and the
taxpayers.

I think everybody, Mr. Speaker, is
concerned about national security.
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Every time you pick up a paper or
you flip on a channel or you turn a
page on your iPad and go to a Web site
and look at what is happening, whether
it is in Ukraine, the belligerence of
Russia, whether it is what is happening
in the Middle East, and what we see
happening in Israel, concerns about
Iran, everybody is concerned about for-
eign affairs and concerned about our
Nation’s security.

We have six different bills that would
deal with these issues of national secu-
rity. We would appreciate it if the Sen-
ate would take up some of these House-
passed bills. Again, Mr. Speaker, 178 of
these bills—178 of 332 bills have come
out of this Chamber with no opposition
at all.

Another 54 have passed, 54 have
passed, with a two-thirds vote of this
Chamber. As I said earlier, that is 232
of the 332 bills. By the way, 55 of the
bills out of the 332 bills are bills that
have been authored by the Democrats,
our colleagues on the other side of the
aisle.

Mr. Speaker, we hear a lot about re-
pealing and replacing ObamaCare and
making the health care system work,
getting it into a healthy, healthy
place, so that you are going to see peo-
ple actually have access to health care.
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Right now, we have got a situation
where everybody’s health insurance
costs are going up, and they are con-
cerned about that. Access with these
very narrow networks is becoming
more difficult. We are hearing of people
that are having to travel great dis-
tances to get to physicians or they are
having longer waits.

We found 11 bills right here that deal
with health care. Some of these are re-
pealing and replacing ObamaCare, 11
bills right here that could be taken up
that would help with those situations,
that would help with the access to
health care, access to the doctor.

What we have seen happen with
ObamaCare is that people have access
to the queue because they have got a
health care card, but what they do not
have is access to the physician.

By the way, education—I talked to a
constituent at the grocery store on
Saturday morning, and she said that
she was beginning to plan toward back
to school for her two children. I said:
Oh my goodness, it seems so early to be
planning for back to school.

She said: Well, you know, they are
going to be starting back to school the
end of the first week of August and
then into school the second week of
August, and there are fees to pay, there
are different class fees that have to be
paid, sports teams that have to be
signed up for, sports physicals that the
children have to get, and those begin-
ning-of-school expenses.

So she was beginning to focus on edu-
cation and asked what were we going
to do about letting parents and local
school districts and getting rid of com-
mon core and replacing it with com-
monsense and putting parents and
teachers in charge of those classrooms.

Well, we could make some progress in
that direction. Seven of the bills that
we have right here deal with education
and with the issues that face parents
and students and teachers. We are all
concerned about the future and what is
going to be there for our children, in
making certain that they are prepared
for the future and having access to a
quality education and having that
right there in our neighborhoods and
our communities.

We could take some steps in that di-
rection if the Senate would begin to
take up some of the legislation that is
over there on the Senate desk. As was
said earlier, we are facing a do-nothing
Senate because they have chosen not
to get to work on this stack of legisla-
tion that would address some of these
issues.

Mr. Speaker, this week, as we have
looked at the crisis on the southern
border, we have heard quite a bit of
talk and conversation about the issues
of human trafficking, drug trafficking,
the sex trafficking that is taking place
in this country.

Many people probably are not aware,
and many of our colleagues probably
haven’t thought about the amount of
work that we have done over the past 2
years on this issue, getting ready to
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address the issue, doing some research
and some digging and some education
and addressing human trafficking, tak-
ing steps to prevent this, to have the
ability to do some intervention, pen-
alties, and making certain that we are
strengthening the family unit and
fighting these trafficking elements.

We have 11 bills specific to human
trafficking that are right here, 11 bills
that would help hold accountable some
of the traffickers and smugglers and
put penalties in place, strengthen and
shore up families, take care of victims,
do some work on prevention. It would
be encouraging if the Senate would join
us and address those.

There are other bills that are here.
We have got bills that deal with inno-
vation. We have got flexibility for
working families to make it easier for
working moms. All of those issues are
issues that could be addressed.

Yes, we have worked in a bipartisan
manner. Indeed, we recently—just a
few minutes ago, Congresswoman JACK-
SON LEE was here on the floor talking
about some of her work. I thought it
was interesting. There was a report
earlier in the week. She had had 18
rollcall votes on her amendments in
the House in the past year. That is
more rollcall votes than all the Repub-
licans in the Senate combined.

She was asked about the amend-
ments in a recent interview, and she
said, “‘I want to thank the Republicans
for their generosity.”

That is the manner in which we have
approached our job. As I said, 178 of the
332 bills that you are going to find in
this stack, unanimous votes. You have
got another 54 bills that are in this
stack that had two-thirds majority
support.

I thought it was also interesting, in
the same article, Senator MANCHIN has
not received a rollcall vote on an
amendment since June of 2013. He had
recently aired his frustration. He said,
“I’ve never been in a less productive
time in my life than I am right now in
the United States Senate.”

Mr. Speaker, I have to tell you that
there are many people that probably
share that thought over in the Senate
because they are looking at the fact
that things are not getting done in the
Senate. Ninety-eight percent of these
332 bills have passed with support from
both Democrats and Republicans.

If we were in school, that would be
making an A grade on bipartisan sup-
port for legislation that is coming out
of this House. Our committee chairmen
have worked hard to be able to do that,
and we have, in good faith, passed
these bills, and in good faith, we have
moved these bills to the Senate.

Right now, we are watching these
bills sit on HARRY REID’s desk. For
whatever reason, he is choosing not to
take these bills up.

At this time, I would like to yield
some time to the gentleman from Mon-
tana (Mr. DAINES).

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee for her leadership on this impor-
tant issue of this do-nothing Senate.
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The President likes to refer to us as
the do-nothing Congress. Well, tonight,
we are presenting 332 reasons why it is
actually the do-nothing Senate, as seen
by the stack of the bills here on the
gentlewoman’s desk. This has made it
the least productive Congress in his-
tory.

332 bills have passed the House and
are sitting on HARRY REID’s desk.
These are not just Republican bills. 178
of these bills passed the House with no
opposition at all. In fact, nearly 70 per-
cent of these bills passed with two-
thirds support or more. Fifty-five of
these House bills were introduced by
Democrats—still, HARRY REID refuses
to bring these bills up for a vote.

While House Republicans are focused
on building up America’s middle class,
the Senate Democrats are content to
let dust gather on hundreds of bills
that would grow the economy, reduce
the size and scope of an overbearing
Federal Government and, importantly,
help create jobs in America.

Take the Keystone XL pipeline, for
example. This is truly one of those
shovel-ready projects that would create
more than 42,000 direct and indirect
jobs nationwide. Across the political
spectrum, there is overwhelmingly sup-
port for this project, yet HARRY REID
refuses to bring it up for a vote. I have
got that bill right here. It is H.R. 3.
This is a bill that we passed with bipar-
tisan support, yet HARRY REID refuses
to bring it up for a vote.

The Keystone pipeline enters Mon-
tana. It is the first State that the pipe-
line enters after it comes to us from
Canada.

I was out in eastern Montana re-
cently, and I was meeting with the
NorVal Electric Co-Op. This is a small
co-op in Montana that provides elec-
tricity to a few thousand Montana fam-
ilies. They told me that if the Keystone
pipeline is approved, they will be able
to keep electric rates for these Mon-
tana families flat for the next 10 years.

If the Keystone pipeline is not ap-
proved, the electric rates for these
Montana families will go up about 40
percent over the course of the next 10
years because this co-op supplies elec-
tricity to one of the pump stations on
the Keystone pipeline, and that extra
volume will lower the rates for all
users.

Sometimes, I wish the President
would get out of the White House and
come to a place like Montana and talk
to those families and have him explain
to them why he continues to block the
Keystone pipeline. I would like HARRY
REID to come out to Montana and ex-
plain to these Montana families why
the Senate refuses to take up a vote
and approve the Keystone pipeline.

The House, we are going to continue
enacting solutions to help create jobs
and build a healthy economy because
that leads to greater freedom and op-
portunity. We are not going to stop
doing our job simply because Senator
Majority Leader HARRY REID has
stopped doing his. It is time for the
Senate to get back to work.
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It is interesting, it has been quoted
here tonight that SHEILA JACKSON LEE,
the Democratic congresswoman, who
we serve with here in the House, has
had 18 rollcall votes on her amend-
ments in the House in the past year.

That is more than all the Repub-
licans in the Senate combined. When
asked about those amendments in a re-
cent interview, she said, “I want to
thank the Republicans for their gen-
erosity.”

It is time for the Senate to act. The
Obama recovery, economic recovery, is
5 years old, and what have we seen? We
shared this week the share of adults
who are working is back to 1984 levels.

That is the year I graduated from
Montana State University, with a de-
gree in engineering. Far more adults
have left the workforce than have
found new jobs, and it has been said
this is the worst recovery ever for long-
term employed Americans.

The House has passed dozens of bills
to create good-paying jobs and build a
healthy economy, bills like the Amer-
ica’s Small Business Tax Relief Act,
which would lower costs for small busi-
nesses to allow them to hire more
workers; or the Veterans Economic Op-
portunity Act, which improves pro-
grams that promote economic oppor-
tunity and ensures our Nation’s vets
have the tools and resources they need
to find jobs they deserve.

Let me conclude by saying this: it is
a shame that HARRY REID and the Sen-
ate Democrats won’t take up more of
these 40-plus bills of these over 300 bills
that we have passed that will get our
economy moving because it is clear
that the President’s policies aren’t
working.

House Republicans have a plan to get
America back to work and get our
economy moving in the right direction
once again.

Senate Majority Leader HARRY REID,
he doesn’t have to agree with our ideas.
That is the nature of democracy. That
is the nature of having the Senate and
the House. We are not expecting him to
agree on our ideas, but he does owe
them a simple up-or-down vote. If he
doesn’t owe it to us, he certainly owes
it to the American people.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman. I love the fact that he talked
about Montana and what is going there
and the northern route approval, Mr.
Speaker, the H.R. 3. I wish he would
hold that bill back up.

I will yield to the gentleman. How
many pages is actually in that bill that
would approve the route for the Key-
stone pipeline?

Mr. DAINES. I know ObamaCare was
over 2,000 pages.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. So
pages.

Mr. DAINES. Here is the H.R. 3, the
act to approve the Keystone XL pipe-
line. It is very simple. In fact, it is two
pages and about a third of a bottom of
a third page, so call it 2-1/3 pages, and
we can approve the Keystone pipeline.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. That is easy to
read, and people could easily read that.

it is 2,700
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Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
to note that our bills are not 2,000
pages or 2,700 pages or 2,300 pages. You
are talking about bills that are read-
able. They are easy to work through.
You can take them up one at a time,
get going on them, and get some things
done for the American people.

You can see the different bills. This
one is two pages. This one can’t be
more than about 15 or 20 pages.
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So this is not too much of a heavy
lift. You can look at a bill like the
Keystone pipeline bill, H.R. 3. It is sim-
ple and easy to read, but yet this would
help create the environment for jobs
growth. It would put in motion the
components that are necessary to get
42,000 direct and indirect jobs started
and on the books.

For an electric power co-op in Mon-
tana—and I think it is important to re-
alize that co-ops are membership-led
and owned organizations; these are the
people that live in the communities
that own these utilities—it would be
able to hold those utility rates flat.

What a boom that would be for those
families that are members of that co-
op and those small businesses to be
able to say, We have got certainty and
stability and we have got security of
electric power that is going to be pre-
dictable and our rates are going to be
stable and low for a 10-year period of
time.

That helps them to know what to ex-
pect, to work those business plans, and
develop plans for expansion. That aids
job growth. And that is an indirect
benefit. It is a positive consequence of
taking a step and passing a bill that is
not even 3-pages long that would ap-
prove a route for a project.

Mr. DAINES. Will the gentlewoman
yield?

Mrs. BLACKBURN. 1 yield to the
gentleman from Montana.

Mr. DAINES. On the issue of the Key-
stone pipeline and the benefits, many
of those ratepayers in Montana are
hardworking families that live month
to month. Many of them are seniors
that are living on fixed incomes. And
so this President, by stopping the Key-
stone pipeline and not approving that
bill that is just slightly over 2 pages in
length, in essence, he is declaring war
on the middle class of America that is
struggling to make ends meet month
to month.

Our daughter just graduated from
Montana State University with a de-
gree in elementary education. She is
going to be a teacher. If we can approve
the Keystone pipeline, we recognize
these tax revenues in the State of Mon-
tana, and millions of dollars that will
help fund our teachers, our schools, our
infrastructure in Montana.

These are other benefits of the Key-
stone pipeline that we need to talk
about that affect more than just the
jobs. It also the tax revenues, as we
talked about, and keeping the electric
rates flat for many, many Montanans
that live on fixed incomes.
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. That is exactly
right. And it is about making certain
that we get our labor force participa-
tion back up in this country. We have
the lowest labor force participation
rate we have had since the misery
index days of Jimmy Carter’s Presi-
dency. We would love to see more indi-
viduals back into the workforce.

There are 40 bills that would deal
with creating the environment for jobs
growth to take place. There is oppor-
tunity for innovation in some of these
bills. There is predictability and cer-
tainty in bills as simple as the little
bit on the Keystone pipeline. All of it
is sitting on HARRY REID’s desk.

Mr. Speaker, as I said earlier tonight,
one of the questions many of us in the
House are asking is, What is the Senate
afraid of? What is it the majority lead-
er and the Senate fearful of? Why does
he not take up some of these bills?

We have 332 bills, and 232 passed ei-
ther unanimously or with a two-thirds
vote. That is a pretty amazing record.
And in these bills are solutions that
the American people are looking for—
solutions to jobs, to veterans issues,
solutions in certainty for our Nation’s
economy, for our national security,
and opportunity for our children.

Those are the things that our focus is
on. It is what our constituents have
sent us here to do and the job they
have sent us here to do.

So I would encourage my colleagues.
And as we move forward, we will con-
tinue in the House to do our job and to
send bills to the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, I have to tell you I
think that we would be encouraging of
our friends in the Senate to not be a
do-nothing Senate—not to be content
with that—but to be aggressive in tak-
ing up these bills. And as they get
ready for August and go back to their
districts to work, to get around to it
and get to work to clean and organize
their desks and do what is right for the
American people by addressing the
issues that concern them and finding
solutions to the issues that they bring
to us each and every day.

With that I yield back the balance of
my time.

———
TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs.
BACHMANN) for 30 minutes.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, as
always, it is a supreme privilege to be
able to stand here in the greatest delib-
erative body in the world, the well of
the United States House of Representa-
tives.

It is a thrill to be able to be here also
to be able to stand in defense of our
ally, the Jewish State of Israel, which
is under attack, even now, as we are
here in this Chamber this evening.

As all Americans have seen across
the country, the fighting that is going
on in the Middle East has been horrific,
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but we must remember that all of this
began with an unprovoked attack by
the terrorist organization named
Hamas. Hamas is the governing organi-
zation over Gaza.

If a person looks at a map of the Mid-
dle East, there is the Mediterranean
Sea. Just on the easternmost part of
the Mediterranean Sea lies the very
tiny Nation of Israel, approximately
the size of New Jersey. On the south-
west corner of Israel is a little area
known as Gaza.

In 2005, Israel willingly gave up the
area called Gaza. Why? Because the
Palestinians that were in the area
known as Gaza were continually at-
tacking and causing havoc against the
Jews that lived in the Gaza area.

Jews who had businesses, Jews who
had homes, as well as synagogues, re-
linquished those homes and businesses
voluntarily in an effort known as ‘‘land
for peace.” So Israel gave up its land to
Palestinians, and the Palestinians
promised there would be peace.

At that time, Abu Mazen, also known
as Abbas, the head of the now Pales-
tinian Authority, had promised that
the Gaza region would remain demili-
tarized. In other words, that there
would be no weaponry and no rockets
that would be contained in the Gaza re-
gion.

This has been a joke and an absolute
lie and a fraud from the Palestinians
and from the leader Abbas from the be-
ginning in 2005. How do we know? Al-
most nearly overnight, the Palestin-
ians in Gaza began firing rockets at
Israel. That was 9 years ago, in 2005.
Today is 2014. Nothing has changed. As
a matter of fact, now we are seeing the
rise once again from Gaza of rockets
being fired into Israel—again, in an
unprovoked attack.

We should also recognize Hamas isn’t
a stand-alone terrorist organization.
Hamas is a part of a wider constella-
tion of terrorist organizations—fran-
chises, you might say—under an um-
brella. That umbrella is to my left.

That umbrella is known as the inter-
national Muslim Brotherhood. It was
began in 1928 to reconstitute the Is-
lamic caliphate across the world.
Again, the umbrella organization is
known as the Ikhwan, the inter-
national Muslim Brotherhood.

There are various entities, Hamas
being one of those terrorist children,
you may say, under the umbrella of
this international terrorist organiza-
tion. It contains individuals who were
part of forming and putting together
the attack on the United States during
9/11, when our Nation was attacked and
the Twin Towers came down, led by
Mohammed Atta, and also by the trag-
ic hijacking of an airplane that went
into the Pentagon.

Also, one of the earliest terrorist at-
tacks against the Twin Towers in 1993
was masterminded by an individual
known as Khalid Sheikh Mohammed,
now contained at Guantanamo Bay as
a detainee for his work in that effort.
He also was found guilty for the work
he did there.
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I am here tonight, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I believe that the United States
does have an option of aiding and as-
sisting our ally Israel in this horrific
tragedy that the world is seeing unfold-
ing right now. And it is this.

As we have seen with this terrorist
organization under the auspices of the
international Muslim Brotherhood,
known as Hamas, Hamas had a very
friendly entree when the Muslim
Brotherhood was running Egypt, the
largest Arab nation in the Middle East
region.

The Muslim Brotherhood, under
then-President Morsi, had a deal with
Hamas; again, the Muslim Brotherhood
terrorist organization in Gaza. This
was the deal. Hamas was allowed to
run smuggling operations through tun-
nels between Egypt and the Gaza terri-
tory. So lucrative was the smuggling
business that Hamas was making, it is
reported, $2 billion a month.

When the people of Egypt decided to
throw off the violent terrorist regime
known as the Muslim Brotherhood, lit-
erally tens of millions of Egyptians
took to the streets and said to the
Muslim Brotherhood, You must go, and
to Morsi, You must go, because the
Egyptian people wanted to stop the
slaughter and murder of innocent peo-
ple, including the Coptic Christians.

Coptic churches were burned in
Egypt. Coptic businesses owned by Cop-
tic Christians were also burned and
ransacked. Innocent people like Chris-
tians—there are virtually no Jews left
in Egypt because they have been run
out—and even Muslims considered
apostate Muslims were all attacked by
the violent terrorists in the Muslim
Brotherhood.

As I said, tens of millions of peace-
loving Egyptians and Muslims took to
the streets and said, We want the vio-
lent terrorist organization known as
the Muslim Brotherhood to leave
Egypt. The Muslim Brotherhood had to
leave. They no longer had any consent
from the Egyptian people to rule.
There was no process of impeachment
in Egypt. This was the only avenue left
to the Egyptian people.

The Muslim Brotherhood left, and in
stepped the military led by General al-
Sisi. The Egyptian people then con-
ducted democratic elections and Gen-
eral al-Sisi was elected as the first
President of the modern state of Egypt.
He is the President now.

He has been engaged in a very serious
struggle with the Muslim Brotherhood.
He has worked with them. Their vio-
lent protests continued. Remarkably,
now President al-Sisi has been able to
bring down dramatically the level of
violence from the Muslim Brotherhood.
The streets are far safer today in Egypt
than they were before. And it came at
a price.

It came at a price of many deaths in
Egypt, but now we are seeing more
peace. It is because of the work of
President al-Sisi on the border with
Gaza that we have seen a dramatic de-
crease in weapons, munitions, and
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